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brief Instant before the Virgin, then rising, drew
curtaine together and, walking to the cemtre of
altar, prostrated himselif before the crucifix. Long b
knelt there, his thin face all agleam with
fervor. d
And at last he was aroused by a sound like the
murmur of many volces raised in anger that drew
nearer and nearer. 5
Hurrledly he arose and hastened to the door of the
chapel. A erowd of excited men, women and onum
were surging along the road toward him.
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around hig neck and again he trembled and was help With dumb lps and staring ey | [ Bleased Virgln which stood behind silken curtains| And In their midst he saw the form of Dean Ilm
”, leas. *'Oh, Dean, 1 have burled my past—my awful rooted to the floor in mingled  fe 1 {upon a pedostal land, hls face pallld, his arms pinioned behind e
rH E M I R ACL E 0 F TH E M I SSION #nful past, and now—now—-" She clutohad him sud the woman's stant mn " . I He heard the crnsh and turned hastily to note the ba,(:k by two stalwart men. )
\J denly by the hand. “Come,’ she cried, “wae will ents He kvew ner as one devald of \ Xt of the disaster he had wrought. At his feet,| UP to the very door of the chapel the
| the chapel and kneel before the Blessed Virgin, and | and as  nhe  witneseod 118 el shattercd to pleces, the Image lay, and over it fell| thTong pressed, but there they paused and sh
| you shall see that I have confessed and am forgiven trenthled lemt « truck dead frot the pure white light of the moon. back, for In the entrance the white-halred ¢
BY EDGAR WALTON COOLEY. ; Without the power ta realst, io followed her into| In a frenmy of toavor e Ve woman crept close to him. “You will marry M'(‘"r"‘i.n:elf"'L‘:‘h:\all‘;nd“;xs:trl‘lll'i the falnt moonlight,
- . P = - = 1] 3 Ak " 4 y 2
] - ) = P “'“‘ll ;‘“".“‘."“\f\‘l)f"':\';\""_:‘;"e LU “Father," sald one of those who held the strugs!
\ - ~ e Vark id in « [ h\ < p "
(Copyright, 1802, by Dally Btory Pud. Co.) ficlal TH DESTRL CTION 0[ “1 L‘ l"‘\(ll. | N, ny'' he eried. “Leave me; leave me. I do :m;:“;\:.;:l]:‘lt {;m: r;;nht;n:h(!:::‘s:;l m,:r
NDER the fragrant Southern pines they stood, | He turned his head and then drew back with an ex- } vot, 1 oeannot love you, and I—oh, no, no! I must|, 0" .o an g tearing from its pedestal the
U her hand In his, and, upon her face, a gleam | clamation upon his lips and a frown upon his face. not marry you; it Is impossible.' His volce was of the Blessed Virgin, dashed it to pleces upon m
of happlness. For beside Liim stood a woman. {h ireh, but 1t softened suddenly and Into It crept a floor." 1 7

“Little Papita,” he sald, smiMng down into her| Her halr was as black as the shadows that lurked | tremor “Madge, for the love of heaven do not tempt | myraq1s of vengeance and murmurs of anger arose
eyes, ''God has been good to me—so very good. He |in the valley, and her face, turned toward the moon, {me: do not ruin my ligal® from the throng.
has glven me one of his angels to love and to | gleamed white as alabaster. [ shadow of a sneer crossed the woman's face. “Peace, peace!" commanded the venerable "&
cherish forever and forever.' From head to foot she was clothed In garments of [ “Poor boyl" she said, in fine sarcasm. “And Tl %ith hand upiitted. A silence followad his words =

The girl bowed her head and a blush suffused her spotless white, and hor dark eyes gleamad llke twin thought to make you so happy.” “By whose lips was this accusetion made?"
cheek. like the red gleam of the rising sun creeping | dlamonds under arching brows as dark as were her Don't Madge; don't!" he pleaded. *‘To-morrow asked, and they rointed to a woman in white, with
Aacross the tranquil bosom of a lake. tresses. . : g £ !:“"”""ﬂ,}.v halr the color of the night, who stood upon the out-

The day was merging into dusk., A hallowed hush| ¥or a moment they gazed into each other's faces in | 'To-morrow you?'—— she prompted. RIS (BT (hs, otowl] -
hung over hill and valley, and the breeze amid the | sllence. The maa's features grew ashen and deep Fo-morrow at mass,” he continued, “1 am to maArTy | “p o her to me,” he commanded, and they &ids
188 Whigpered an evening prayer. marks of agony crossed them. In dumb misery he b LRSI LS GRS TS And when she ralsed her eyes to his he said, ‘“Whene:

Presently through the silence came the mellow | turned away, but the woman threw her arms around She raised her eyebrows suddenly. *“Perhaps,” she | g004 this image that this man despolied?” L
peal of a bell in the village beneath them. his neck and buried her head on his shnuh?r. wl he saw a dark glitter in her eyes “T will show you, father,” she said, eagerly, apd

It was the mission bell proclalming the hour of| ‘‘Dean! she cried, passionately. “Dean! With @ stiange foreboding In his heart he 8tood In .y 1ne way Into the chapel, followed by the priest

. Papita raised her head quickly, then again The chze blew a lock nf her ehony hn\r against | taml ence and watched her as she passed through | ,.4 ‘t'he SRSp1; ’
jowed reverently and crossed herself. his ehesk, and a thviil e L dathioal : thg | ' or and disappoared In the moonlight, Before the sllken canopy she paused and made to

And the man also Dowed his head, and, removing bY'W’ mounted to his f"ml‘l"" ; n ol too, passed out under the star-lit sky, and | puah astde the curtains, ‘but the priest caught her
\is hat, stond In s'lence. until the last peal of the He let his eyvs rest upon the gloss of her curls nnd‘ when he had gone a black-robed priest arose from | ,.m %
bell had died away in the misty distance. ltrembled llke a leaf In the wind. e of the shadowy corners of the chapel where he ".\'.ll\' " he sald: “not you, not you." 2

Then he held out his hands to the girl, and she! The perspiration dampened his forehead, and he 1 been Kneeling and moved alowly toward the altar, Thvr;'he turned to the assembied throng. X
erant into his arms, and he kissed her on the forc- | groaned in the agony of his weakness. ! Where the bright shaft of moonlight fell upon the | ..Gaodq people.” he eaid, “we shall see if this woman
h',‘"‘,‘ He glanced up the mountain side at the little brown he paused, and, falilng upon his knees, crossed speaks the truih or whather her sin and iniquity are

“Ontil to-morrow,” he sald, tenderly. And then ' cottage that stood upon the top and sighed. | fervent devotion, then bent forward and, | oo nigh beyond all pardon.” )
he was gone Papita stood under the pines and  But the silk of the woman's curls was pressed > A praver, reverently gathered up the frag- The multitude pressed eagerly rorwa‘d and Qul
watohed him descending the winding path untl he was | against hls cheek and his nerves tingled with a mad- + shattered Image Markland 1elt a s range thrill sweep through him.
lost to view. Then she turned and climbed the hill ne:u'ha could n'o.t curb, | Slow ¢ arose, his snow-white locks falllng in an Quietly the good father drew aside the curtains at
to a brown cotlage that stood upon the brow. | '‘Well, Madge,” he sald at last, resting his hand Vilin he upon his ebony robe, and, chanting a | the instant that the moon glided from behind a cloudy

And as she pleked her way amid the tangled grasses upfm her_h“df | vmn, walked silen tly out of the mission chapel and | an1 the bdrilllant ray of light flashed dazzlingly “M'

she hummed a tune—an old, old love song. She ralsed: her face and amlled, her! eyes' misty. % the narrow path that led to his humble abode. | the image of the Blessed Virgin.

As Dean Markiand made Ms way down the moun- | a8 d“‘&m: ing a poorly furnished apartment, fllumined | At the sight of it Madge covered her face with m
tain side the decpening twilight was softened by the ""Come,"” she sald. And he lald his hand in hers and, | only the fow rays of moonlight that struggled | hands and fell upon her knees before the priest, ni-- )
nmosnlizght streaming above me eastern horiron as one who Is dazed, walked be-x!de her down the t £n the ove low window, he made his way directly | bing in the agony of her soul,

At end {n the path he paused to gaze at the great | Winling juih io the fissio ) ! 1 mantel al v wide and generous fireplace. Rough hands were lald upon her, but the '
red disk of the full moon peeping above the dlstant | In the scmi-darkness Here he paused and, bowing his head, crossed him- | rajsed his crucifix and suld “Let him who is Wlthollt
line where the valley geemed to end. At the door of the chapel sghe paused and turned self agaln and whispersd 4 prayer, sin cast the first stone.’

Higher and higher the gleaming torch of night arose 'her eyes upon him. And before her glance he bowed Then he jakl most tenderly the sacred fragments| With amazement, with incredulity almost, m- i
in the he an‘n“hHo the village, nestling in a pocket his hf"" In helplessneas. ) | m the mantel and took therefrom g small image | lJand beheld the seeming miracle, 3
of the hills,* wrapped in the gloomy garments Ofl m vhy do yvou not love me, Dean?’ she asked very® | of the Virgin—an exact duplicate of the one which | It dazed him and he stoou free but In a tnnce.

a dus SOy . ~ o R AT ey e e AT 1l Leen broken
lh;y.“llulfm.m ¢ the moonlight, streaming between the | Something in her vol'e aroused Markland from the HE HEARD THE CRASH AND TURNED HASTILY TO NOTE THE EXTENT OF THE DISASTER | Wrapping, his/robe/aboutiit he retrarsd his stegs 1o ;\as:;c;?:l:sh;::re moonlight falling upon the silyer of thq
toworing turrets of two m mnn n peaks, kissed ml trance In which he seemed to have been held, and he —— the missloa and pushing back the sllken curtains,! And he was aroused by the touch of a soft M

t - dazzling hrizhiness the gilded cross upon the mission niled from her In abhorrence the gloomy, hallowed sllence of the misstor:, through | dragged her from the altar. I placed the igure upon the pedestal within, stealing into his and the sound or & volce that w )
) “ o chapel until it seemed to blaze amid the darkness— “Love you!'" he cried. “You! T would.as soon be- | whose vari-colored windows the mooniight fell softly| &he struggled @ nioment in his arms, and 1 with The moon now hung higQ in the heavens, but Its | sobbing. 5 iE
ming promize of 1ife eternal, come enamored of a snake by the roadside!" like a benediction. v muttered curse, tore herself from his grosp face was hidden hy fleecy clouds so that the light “Little Papita,” he sald, hoarsely. ''‘God bless ”M'

) Inraptured, Markland stood gazing at the splendid | “You think of me as I once was," she replied, quict- In solemn silence the woman bowed before a cru- His right arm. which had o fts | which entered through the pointed windows was pale | little Papita.” 3
pieture, until of a sudden he hecame consclous of an- | ly—''as one not worthy of respect. But I-TI'm | elifix and her lips moved as though In Inarticulat »| utmost, flew sudd hack w? nston was| and dim And the girl locked her arms around his neck. “,
nther presence and the fragrance of a perfume artl- | changed, Dean. I—I—'" Again she threw her arms | prayer. | released, and his 1d struck a 87 of the Leaving the lttie curtains pulled aside, he kneit a wept upon his shoulder.
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